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2007 General Assembly Session Energy Bills
	Bill Number/Title/
Patron
	Bill Summary
	Bill Status

	Electric Restructuring

	SB 1416

Electric utilities

Patron:  Norment, Jr.

Status

01/19/07

Senate:  Presented; referred to Committee on C& L.
	This legislation will advance the scheduled expiration of the capped rate period from 12/31/10, to 12/31/08, and establish a new methodology for determining electric rates for investor-owned electric utilities after the expiration or termination of capped rates.  After expiration or termination of capped rates, the SCC will be required to conduct biennial reviews of the rates for generation, distribution and transmission services, on an unbundled basis, by each investor-owned incumbent electric utility.  The reviews shall be conducted to determine, for a 12-month test period, whether the utility’s earnings have produced a fair combined rate of return on the utility’s common equity for its generation and distribution services. If a utility is earning less than a fair combined rate of return, its rates will be adjusted to provide such a return. If the utility is earning between 100 and 200 basis points above a fair combined rate of return on both its generation and distribution services in the test period, one-half of the excess is to be credited to customers; if it is earning between 200 and 300 basis points above, two-thirds is to be credited back; if earning between 300 and 400 basis points above, three-fourths is to be credited back; and if earning between more than 400 basis points above, all of such amount is to be credited back.  If a utility earned more than 100 basis points above a fair combined rate of return on both its generation and distribution services, and total aggregate regulated rates of such utility were more than five percent, compounded annually, above the total aggregate regulated rates of such utility determined in the biennial review for the base period, the SCC may direct that the earnings for such test period that were more than 100 basis points above the fair combined rate of return be credited to customers' bills. A proposed “fair rate of return” on common equity would be  600 basis points above the latest available three month average bond yield of investment grade bonds using Moody’s Long Term Baa Utility Bonds; however, if the bond yield exceeds 12 percent, the SCC may adopt an alternative method that produces a figure not less than 12 percent (which when added to the 600 basis point bump is 18 percent).  The Commission may increase or decrease the rate of return by up to 0.5 percentage points under a "Performance Incentive." Costs for transmission services which are provided by PJM and approved by the FERC and cost of FERC-approved demand response programs administered by PJM, are deemed reasonable and prudent and recoverable under a rate adjustment clause.  Utilities will also be able to obtain during or after the capped rate period, rate adjustment clauses, for various purposes, including demand-side management conservation, renewable energy, energy efficiency and load management programs which shall be approved if the costs or the need for the incentives are demonstrated with reasonable certainty.   The provision of the Virginia Electric Utility Restructuring Act that currently addresses the development of a coal-fueled generation facility in Southwest Virginia is amended to apply to other generation facilities, environmental projects, and major unit modifications of generation facilities and to provide that the utility has the right to recover the costs of the facility through its rates, including allowance for funds used during construction plus a fair rate of return, through a rate adjustment clause.  During such a rate proceeding, the SCC may examine the prudency of any cost incurred except for those transmission-related and FERC-approved demand response programs declared to be reasonable and prudent.  Costs that are recoverable through rate adjustment clauses will be considered on a stand-alone basis without regard to the other costs, revenues, investments or earnings, and the requests for their approval are to be decided within specified time limits. After the capped rate period ends, only customers whose annual demand exceeds five megawatts will be permitted to purchase electricity from a competing provider of generation services.  The ability of a large customer to purchase electric power from a licensed competitive supplier will be subject to the condition that they cannot thereafter purchase electricity from their incumbent utility without giving 5-year’s notice, unless it demonstrates that the supplier failed to perform and that such customer will be unable to obtain service from an alternative supplier. If a customer receives an exemption from the 5-year minimum stay requirement, the cost of its power during the exemption period will be the market-based costs of the utility.  The measure also (i) authorizes any public utility to apply to the Commission to implement rate design changes which overall, and by customer class, are not designed to increase or decrease the aggregate regulated operating revenues of such utility; (ii) directs that the fuel factor allowing the recovery of costs of purchased fuel by an electric utility that divested its generation assets prior to January 1, 2002, shall increase its regulated electric revenue by an amount not more than 20 percent of such revenue during the previous calendar year, with a deferral of any costs excluded by this limitation until subsequent proceedings, with interest at a rate no less than the rate for refunds in rate cases; (iii) provides that in fuel factor proceedings, energy revenues associated with off-system sales of power are to be credited against fuel factor expenses in an amount equal to the total incremental fuel factor costs incurred in the production and delivery of such sales, with 50 percent of the total positive accumulated energy r
revenues received from off-system sales transactions, less the total incremental costs incurred in the production and delivery of such sales, being credited against fuel factor expenses and 50 percent of the energy margins not being considered in the new biennial reviews of electric utilities' rates; (iv) repeals the existing provision that allows the Commission to dispense with the fuel factor procedures for any electric utility if it finds that its fuel costs can be reasonably recovered through rates established through other provisions; and (v) requires utilities to file plans for how they will meet generation and transmission requirements to serve native load for the ensuing 10 years.  Provisions of the Restructuring Act that exempt the generation of electric energy from regulation, prohibit public service corporations from exercising the power of eminent domain to acquire property for generation facilities, authorize the Commission to take certain actions to expand transmission capacity, and authorize competition for metering and billing services are repealed.
	

	HB3050

Electric utilities

Patron:  Morgan
	This legislation will repeal provisions of the Virginia Electric Utility Restructuring Act effective January 1, 2008.  This measure will authorize the SCC to provide for recovery of the costs of new generation facilities through the utility’s rate base or through rate surcharges, adders, or other recovery mechanisms as are in the public interest.  The commission is also authorized to approve a performance-based rate-making methodology for electric utilities, which tracks the current provision for gas utilities.  Provisions of the Restructuring Act that are not repealed by this measure include those that address the construction of a coal-fired plant in Southwest Virginia, net energy metering, electric energy emergencies, and permitting for electric generating facilities.


	01/15/07
House:  Presented; referred to Committee on Commerce & Labor (“C&L”).

	HB 3068

Virginia Electric Utility Restructuring Act

Patron :  Hogan


	This legislation will provide that if the SCC is unable to identify regional electricity markets where competition is an effective regulator of rates, it shall establish the post capped rate period rates for a distributor’s generation component of default service at rates that are in the public interest, do not prejudice or disadvantage any class of customers, provide incentives for improved performance, are not excessive, are adequate and seek to ensure the safe and reliable provision of default service.  If a distributor asserts that these default service generation rates do not allow it to recover its prudently incurred costs and an adequate return, the Commission shall establish the rates in a cost-of-service rate case proceeding.


	01/16/07
House:  Presented; referred to Committee on C&L.

	SB 1191

Electric utility restructuring

Patron:  Reynolds
	This bill will extend the period during which rates for electric service are capped from 12/31/10, until 07/01/12.  This measure will also provide that, upon the end of the capped rate period, rates for default service provided by distributors will be based on prudently incurred costs, rather than on prices in competitive regional electricity markets.


	01/10/07
Senate:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.

	HB 2273

Deregulation, Virginia Commission on; created

Patron:  Purkey


	This legislation will create a 15-member Virginia Commission on Deregulation to study sectors of Virginia’s economy that could be deregulated.  The Commission will expire on July 1, 2010.
	01/09/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on Rules.
01/24/07
House:  Tabled in Rules.



	HB 2784

Electric utility restructuring; rates for customers receiving default service rates

Patron:  Morgan
	This legislation will provide that effective January 1, 2008, the rates for customers receiving default service will be determined by the SCC based on the cost of service under the provisions of Chpt. 10 of Title 56.  This measure will also clarify that the Electric Utility Restructuring Act’s provisions do not modify or impair the terms of orders approving the divestiture of an electric utility’s generation assets.  Currently, the Act provides that through 12/31/10, default service rates are a utility’s capped rates, and that thereafter default service rates for utilities will be based on prices in competitive regional markets.


	01/10/07
House:  Pre-filed; referred to Committee C&L

01/18/07
House:  Stricken from docket by C&L.



	HB 3155

Electric power generation assets; SCC’s approval of divestiture

Patron:  Lewis
	This legislation would provide that nothing in title 56 shall modify or impair the terms of a SCC order that approved the divestiture of generation assets of an electric utility.

This bill would apply to Delmarva and APS.  
	01/19/07
House:  presented; referred to Committee C&L.

	HB 2799

Electric power and energy; purchase by Virginia Tech and municipal corporation

Patron:  Marshall, III
	This legislation will provide that Virginia Tech and any municipal corporation that owned and operated an electric utility system of January 1, 2006, may contract with any other party to buy power and energy required for its present or future requirements, including the capacity and output of one or more specified projects located in the continental U.S.

Companion Bill SB 1306


	01/10/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on Counties, Cities & Towns.

01/22/07
House:  Assigned CC&T sub: #2 (Dudley)



	SB 1306

Electric power and energy; purchase by Virginia Tech and municipal corporation

Patron:  Newman
	January 1, 2006, may contract with any other party to buy power and energy required for its present or future requirements, including the capacity and output of one or more specified projects located in the continental U.S.

Companion Bill HB 2799

	01/10/07
Senate:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.

	House Budget Amendment Item 465 #4h
Chief Patron: Marshall R.
	
This amendment requires the State Corporation Commission to Report to the General Assembly by November of 2007 on the impact of House Bill 2119, introduced in the 2007 General Assembly Session, on Virginia ratepayers. [[note: the bill summary refers to HB 2119, but the DVP bill referred to in the text of the amendment has been introduced as SB 1416]]
TextPage 507, after line 32, insert: 
"The State Corporation Commission shall report to the General Assembly by November 1, 2007 regarding the effect on all Virginia ratepayers, including commercial, industrial, agricultural, and residential consumers of electricity on the legislation submitted for the benefit of Dominion Power to the Electric Utility Restructuring Commission on January 8, 2007, for the generation, distribution, and transmission of electric power in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Included in such analysis shall be the effect of such deregulation on all affected Virginia ratepayers; a comparison of costs and reliability of electric service to rate payers prior to the enactment of the Electric Restructuring Act, and a state-by-state analysis that measures, compares and contrasts the submitted legislation against what is proposed in all states in the nation."
	


	Bill Number/Title/Patron
	Bill Summary
	Bill Status

	Green Energy and Conservation

	SB 1275

Renewable energy and energy efficiency program requirements

Patron:  Whipple


	This legislation will require that by the period June 1, 2010, through May 31, 2021, and in subsequent years, 12% of the electric energy sold by each supplier to retail customers in the Commonwealth be generated from renewable generation energy sources, and that each supplier achieve reductions in the consumption of electric energy by its retail customers, through the supplier’s implementation of energy efficiency programs, in an amount equal to 15% of the amount of electric energy consumed by its retail customers in 2006.  The requirements will be phased in over a period to commence June 1, 2008.  Electric cooperatives and municipal electric utilities will be exempted from this legislation.

	01/10/07
Senate:  Pre-filed; referred to Committee on C&L



	HJ 686

Electricity; Commission on Electric Utility Restructuring to study feasibility of voluntary program

Patron: Plum


	This legislation will direct the Commission on Electric Utility Restructuring to study the feasibility of establishing a voluntary program to encourage the production of electricity from renewable resources.  In conducting its study, the Commission on Electric Utility Restructuring shall examine whether Virginia should establish a program based on the NC Green Power initiative..
	01/10/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee of Rules.



	HB 2708

Net energy metering; sales of net electricity

Patron:  Hugo
	This legislation would require the default service provider to enter into an agreement to purchase any excess electricity generated by an eligible customer-generator upon the request of the customer-generator.  The agreement shall provide that the default service provider will pay for the excess electricity a rate that is not less than the default service rate for customers in that class. The SCC shall ensure that the costs charged to the eligible customer-generator are not discriminatory in relation to the costs charged to other customers of the utility.


	01/10/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.



	HB 2401

Electric Utility Conservation Programs; created, report.

Patron:  Athey, Jr.
	This legislation would require investor-owned utilities and cooperatives providing electric distribution services to develop and implement plans and programs to meet goals to be adopted by the 

State Corporation Commission that provide for increasing efficiency and reducing consumption of electric energy in the Commonwealth


	01/09/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.



	SB 1152

Energy Policy Act of 2006; appropriations for certain funds

Patron:  Wagner
	This legislation will provide that the provisions of the 2006 Energy Policy Act establishes the Renewable Electricity Production Grant Program and Solar and Wind Energy System Acquisition Fund shall not become effective until appropriations are made to those funds.  As originally enacted, the Act provided that the Funds’ enabling legislation would expire on July 1, 2009, if any funds were not deposited to the Funds by July 1, 2009.  The measure will also provide that the grants will not apply to activities occurring prior to January 1, 2007, revises the process by which eligible persons may apply for a grant, and requires that eligible wind-power generators must meet applicable performance and quality standards as specified by the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy.
	01/10/07
Senate:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L;.

01/12/07
Senate:  Introduced bill

01/22/07
Senate:  Reported from C&L (15‑Y 0‑N)

01/24/07
Senate:  Constitutional reading dispensed; VOTE (40Y 0-N)
01/25/07
Senate:  Read 2nd time and engrossed



	HJ 575

Energy Conservation Awareness Week; designating as first week in October 2007, and each succeeding

Patron:  Cosgrove
	This legislation will designate the first week of October, in 2007 and each succeeding year, as “Energy Conservation Awareness Week” in Virginia in support of the national initiative.

Companion Bill to SJ 394
	12/08/06
House Prefiled; referred to Committee on Rules.

01/17/07
House:  Reported from Rules (15‑Y 0‑N)

01/19/07
House: Taken up; engrossed; agreed to by House, BLOCK VOTE (96-Y 0-N) VOTE:  BLOCK VOTE PASSABE (96-Y 0-N); Communicated to Senate

01/22/07
Senate:  Reading waived; referred to Committee on Rules

	SJ 394

Energy Conservation Awareness Week

Patron:  Watkins
	This legislation will designate the first week of October, in 2007 and each succeeding year, as “Energy Conservation Awareness Week” in Virginia in support of the national initiative.

Companion Bill to HJ 575
	01/10/07
Senate:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on Rules.



	HB 1692

Home Energy Assistance Program: reduces frequency of required reports

Patron:  Kilgore


	This legislation will reduce the frequency of the reports required from the Dept of Social Services regarding the effectiveness of low-income energy assistance programs in the Commonwealth.  Currently, reports are due by October 1 of each year until October 1, 2007, on which dated the reporting requirement is scheduled to cease.  the measure provides that after October 1, 2007, reports will be due biennially.


	12/12/06
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on Health, Welfare, & Institutions

01/11/07
House:  Reported fro H,W&I (21-Y 1-N)

1/12/06
House:  Read 1st time

1/15/07
House:  Read 2nd time

01/16/07
House:  Read 3rd time & passed House (98-Y 0-N) VOTE-PASSAGE ; Communicated to Senate

01/17/07
Senate:  Constitutional reading dispensed; referred to Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services




	Bill Number/Title/Patron
	Bill Summary
	Bill Status

	Transmission and Distribution Lines

	HB 1647

Electric transmission lines; adds Stafford County to list authorized to enter into agreement w/utility.
Companion bill HB 1919
Patron:  Cole


	This bill will add Stafford County to the list of jurisdictions where the governing body is authorized to enter into an agreement with an electric utility that provides for an additional charge to be included in the utility bills of customers located in a special rate district.  The proceeds from the charge will be used to cover the utility’s additional costs of constructing, operating and maintaining proposed high-voltage transmission lines underground, rather than overhead.
	11/30/06
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on Counties, Cities & Towns.
01/19/07
House:  Reported from Committee on Counties, Cities & Towns (22-Y 0-N)

01/22/07
House :  Read 1st  time

01/23/07
 House:  Read 2nd time & engrossed.

01/24/07
House:  Read 3rd time; Passed House, Block Vote(97-Y 0-N)

01/24/07
House:  Communicated to Senate

	HB 1649

Transmission lines; restrictions on SCC for underground location thereof
Patron:  Cole


	This bill establishes a presumption that bars the SCC from issuing a certificate allowing the installation of an overhead electrical transmission line of 150 kV or more with 500 feet of any school building or residential dwelling or in any area where such an overhead transmission line would unduly impair scenic vistas that are essential to the economic vitality of the affected locality.
	11/30/06
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.
01/26/07
House:  Assigned C&L sub: Utilities/Employment (Byron)

	HB 1919

Electric transmission lines; adds Stafford County to list authorized to enter into agreement w/utility

Companion bill HB 1647
Patron:  Cole


	This bill will add Stafford County to the list of jurisdictions which the governing body is authorized to enter into an agreement with an electric utility that provides for an additional charge to be included in the utility bills of customers located in a special rate district.  The proceeds from the charge will be used to cover the utility’s additional costs of constructing, operating and maintaining proposed high-voltage transmission lines underground, rather than overhead.  This measure deletes the reference to non-operational lines for which right-of-way is acquired by 3/1/05.  
	01/04/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on Counties, Cities & Towns.
01/22/07:
House:  Assigned CC&T sub: #1 (Marshall.G.I.)



	HB 2398

Electric transmission lines; General Assembly and SCC must approve alternative plan

Patron:  Athey, Jr. 


	This legislation would require a utility seeking State Corporation Commission approval of a certain 500 kV electrical transmission line to submit to the Commissions and to members of the General Assembly a plan to install the line or lines underground within current utility right-of-way.  Hearings on the application of the new transmission line would be  held after the Commission has reviewed the plan.
	01/09/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.

01/26/07
House:  Assigned C&L sub: Utilities/Employment (Byron)


	HB 2399

Electric transmission lines; General Assembly and SCC must approve alternative plan

Patron:  Athey, Jr. 
	This legislation would require a utility seeking State Corporation Commission approval of a certain 500 kV electrical transmission line to submit to the Commission and to members of the General Assembly a plan for alternative measures to increase the capacity of existing facilities without constructing new transmission towers.  Hearings on the application for the new transmission line would be held after the Commission has reviewed the alternative plan.
	01/09/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.



	HB 2402

Electrical transmission lines; State Corporation Commission to consider all effect of proposed lines

Patron:  Athey, Jr.


	This legislation would require the State Corporation Commission, when considering an application for a certificate for the construction of lines such as the 500 kV Trans-Allegheny Interstate Line, to consider all effects of the proposed line, including its effects on adjoining properties.
	01/09/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.



	HB 2119
 Underground electric transmission lines; locality may request at own expense.

Patron:  Marshall 
	This legislation would authorize a locality in or adjacent to the Eighth Planning District to enter into an agreement with an electric utility that has proposed an overhead transmission line of 450 kV or more whereby the utility will construct the line underground and the additional cost of underground installation will be paid by the locality. The locality is authorized to create a special rate district and assess its customers in the special rate district a tax to recover its payments to the electric utility
	01/08/07  House: Prefiled and ordered printed; offered 01/10/07 071650396
01/08/07  House: Referred to Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns
01/22/07  House: Assigned CC & T sub: #2 (Dudley)


	HB 3029

Underground electric transmission lines

Patron:  Marshall

	This legislation will authorize a locality in or adjacent to the 8th Planning District to enter into an agreement with an electric utility that has proposed an overhead transmission line of 450 kV or more whereby the utility will construct the line underground and the additional cost of underground installation will be paid by the locality.  The locality will be authorized to create a special rate district and assess its customers in the special rate district a tax to recover its payments to the electric utility. This measure will also authorize the locality to create a stock corporation and provide that the electric utility will distribute to the corporation shares of its capital stock with a value equal to the additional cost of the underground installation that was paid by the locality.
	01/11/07
House:  presented; referred to Committee on Counties, Cities & Towns

01/22/07
House:  Assigned CC & T sub: #2 (Dudley)

	HB 3030

Electrical transmission facilities; regional transmission organizations

Patron:  Marshall
	This legislation would repeal provisions relating to the current requirement that the Virginia’s electric utilities join a regional transmission organization. The measure directs the SCC and AGO’s to institute proceedings at the FERC to obtain all necessary federal approvals to accomplish the withdrawal of Virginia’s electric utilities from membership in any regional transmission organization.  This measure will also authorize a locality in or adjacent to the 8th Planning District to enter into an agreement with an electric utility that has proposed an overhead transmission line of 450 kV or more whereby the utility will construct the line underground a the additional cost of underground installation will be paid by the locality.  The locality will be authorized to create a special rate district and assess its customers in the special rate district a tax to recover its payments o the electric utility.  The locality is further authorized to create a stock corporation to which the electric utility is required to distribute shares of its capital stock with a value equal to the additional cost of the 
	01/10/07
House:  Prefiled; Committee referral pending.

01/11/07
House:  Presented; referred to Committee on C&L.  



	HB 3031

Approval of transmission lines; affect on the legal status of comprehensive plans and zoning ordinances
Patron:  Marshall
	This legislation would eliminate provision that provided that the SCC’s approval of transmission lines satisfies the requirement of § 15.2232 (legal status of comprehensive plan) and local zoning ordinances with respect to such transmission line.
	01/11/07
House:  presented; referred to Committee on Counties, Cities & Towns
01/22/07
House:  Assigned CC &T sub: #2 (Dudley)



	HB 2614
Electric utility facilities; review of construction applications by State Corporation Commission

Patron:  May

Companion bill:  SB 1362
	This legislation will require the SCC to consider certain external costs associated with the construction of electrical utility facilities such as the monetary effect the facility will have on the value of land and structures along the proposed location or corridor.  The commission must also conduct an independent analysis of the facility applicant’s assessment of need, load flow analysis, and method of installation.  Finally, the bill would require a public utility to provide a GIS map on any proposed improvement or extension that the Commission shall make publicly available on it website.  This bill also will require the JCT&S to convene a workshop to develop recommendations as to the factors that should be considered by the SCC in reviewing applications for the construction of electrical utilities facilities.
	01/10/07
House:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on Rules.



	HB 2615 
Electrical utility facilities; suspension of new construction in Loudoun and Fauquier Counties.
Patron:  May
	Suspends the approval of all applications for the construction of new electrical utility facilities pending before the State Corporation Commission and the commencement of all facility construction until July 1, 2008. The bill also establishes a pilot project in Loudoun County and Fauquier County for the installation of underground transmission lines. This bill contains an emergency clause. 


	01/10/07  House: Prefiled and ordered printed with emergency clause; offered 01/10/07 075832400
01/10/07  House: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor


	SB 1362

Construction of electrical utility facilities; review by State Corporation Commission

Patron:  Colgan

Companion bill:  HB 2614
	This legislation will require the SCC to consider certain external costs associated with the construction of electrical utility facilities, such as the monetary effect the facility will have on the value of land and structures along the proposed location or corridor.  The Commission must also conduct an independent analysis of the facility applicant’s assessment of need, load flow analysis, and method of installation. Finally, this bill will require a public utility to provide a GIS map of any proposed improvement or extension that the Commission shall make publicly available on its website.  The utilities are currently required to provide a map, but the Code does not specify that it must be a GIS map.  This bill also will require the JCTS to convene a workgroup to develop recommendations as to the factors that should be considered by the SCC in reviewing applications for the construction of electrical utility facilities.


	01/17/07
Senate:  Presented: referred to Committee on Commerce & Labor.



	SB 1150 
Electric utilities; collection of fines assessed by Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.
Patron:  Wagnor 
	  This legislation authorizes any electric utility that is assessed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission with fines, penalties, or similar charges as a result of brownouts or blackouts in its service territory that are attributable to the utility's failure to have adequate transmission infrastructure, to recover its payments of fines, penalties, or similar charges from those customers receiving service within the planning district or districts where construction of transmission facilities was delayed or thwarted as the result of opposition from the utility's customers. 


	01/10/07  Senate: Prefiled and ordered printed; offered 01/10/07 070192832
01/10/07  Senate: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor


	 SB 1245

Overhead electrical transmission lines; SCC to conduct public hearing for approval of construction.
Patron: Mark Herring 
	This legislation requires the State Corporation Commission to conduct a public hearing in any case involving approval of the construction of an overhead electrical transmission line of 150 kV or more or an increase in toll rates under the Virginia Highway Corporation Act of 1988.  The measure also requires at least one Commissioner of the State Corporation Commission be physically present at any hearing in such cases at which public comment is allowed or required.
	01/10/07  Senate: Prefiled and ordered printed; offered 01/10/07 078044738
01/10/07  Senate: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor
   

	SB 1361 
Electrical utility facility, new; suspends thereof in Loudoun, Fauquier, & Prince William Counties. 

Patron:  Charles J. Colgan 
	This legislation suspends the approval of all applications for the construction of new electrical utility facilities pending before the State Corporation Commission and the commencement of all facility construction until July 1, 2008. The bill also establishes pilot projects in Loudoun County, Fauquier County, and Prince William County for the installation of underground transmission lines. This bill contains an emergency clause. 


	01/17/07  Senate: Presented and ordered printed 076548716
01/17/07  Senate: Referred to Committee on Commerce and Labor


	Bill Number/Title/Patron
	Bill Summary
	Bill Status

	Construction and Siting of Electric Facilities

	SB 1351

Public utility facilities; approval procedures

Patron:  Wagner


	This legislation will provide that an appeal from a decision of the SCC approving or denying the construction and operation of an electrical generating facility  not larger than 50 megawatts may proceed by a petition for appeal to the Supreme Count.  Currently, parties in interest or aggrieved parties may appeal the Commission’s decision as a matter of right.  This measure also clarifies that a local governing body may authorize the construction or establishment of a public utility facility or public service corporation facility, and certain other public improvements, prior to the planning commission’s determination that the facility is in accord with the comprehensive plan, if the governing body conditions its approval on a finding by the planning commission that it is in substantial accord with the comprehensive plan.


	01/16/07
Senate:  Presented ; referred to Committee on Commerce & Labor.

	SB 1031

Power plant siting

Patron:  O’Brien
	This bill will create a single Board to function as the permitting authority for all governmental approval of electric generation facilities with an installed capacity of 10 or more megawatts.  The SCC authority will be removed.
	01/09/07
Senate:  Prefiled; referred to Committee on C&L.



	HB 3081

Power generation facilities; notification of increased operation

Patron:  Englin

	This legislation will require power generation facilities that have been ordered by the U.S. Department of Energy to increase their power generation to notify those persons who have requested such notification if the increased operation is predicted to potentially cause exceedances of air quality standards.  If such notification is not provided, the owner of the facility can be assessed a civil penalty of up to $1,000, with each day of violation being a separate offense.
	01/16/07
House:  Presented; referred to Committee on C&L.

01/18/07
House:  Referred from C&L; referred to Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources.

01/23/07
House:  Assigned ACNRsub:  Natural Resources (Ware, R.L.)
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