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new river valley regional commission

2025 Annual NRVRC Awards

Help us recognize the people who make an impact in the New River Valley! We need
you to nominate worthy candidates for this year's awards program. The Commission
is accepting nominations for our regional awards until August 15th. Award recipients
will be honored in the Fall of 2025. Please click on the links below to nominate
candidates for Champion of the Valley (elected/appointed official), Citizen of the
Valley, and Friend of the Valley (outside the region).

Champion of the Valley-Elected/Appointed Official (nominate here)

Previous award recipients include:

2014 Mr. Joseph Sheffey

Pulaski County Board of Supervisors, retired

2015 Mr. Rick Boucher

U.S. House of Representatives 1983-2011

2016 Delegate Joseph Yost

12th House District of Virginia 2012-2018

2016 Mr. William Brown

Montgomery County Board of Supervisors, retired

2017 Mr. Chris McKlarney



https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvT0JrorCnpR1hLE_oaLy5SDeHpIRVX5TtWm-bEBfELw8F_nz9WdMyXoEDDLS5dDkSn9tsrnSe8DC8f8uDBfXrFBnw5UrrEToCBT1OlChMhqX10b7hXq-SH2ncbcKbmQT14sfGpsYYNUY2cQ75LqrsGc=&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==

Giles County Administrator

2018 Ms. Susan Kidd

Town of Narrows

2019 Delegate Nick Rush

7th House District in Virginia

2020 Mr. Chris Tuck

Montgomery County Board of Supervisors, retired

2021 Mr. Craig Meadows

Montgomery County

2021 Ms. Lydeana Martin

Floyd County

2022 Ms. Penny Franklin

Montgomery County School Board

2023 Delegate Jason Ballard

12th House District in Virginia

2023 Mr. Robert Graham

Superintendent Pulaski County Schools

2024 Mr. Jonathan Sweet

Pulaski County Administrator




Citizen of the Valley (nominate here)

Previous award recipients include:

2014 Dr. Charles Steger

Virginia Tech President

2015 Mr. Ken Anderson

CEO, Anderson & Associates, Inc.

2016 Ms. Penelope Kyle, JD

Radford University President

2017 Mr. Woody Crenshaw

Floyd County Entrepreneur

2018 Mr. David Hagan

Business Owner / Investor

2018 Ms. P. Buckley Moss

Artist / Philanthropist

2019 Mr. Raymond Smoot

Community Leader

2020 Mr. Bill Ellenbogen

Community Advocate

2021 Ms. Shelly Fortier

Habitat for Humanity of the NRV

2021 Mr. John Dooley, PHD

Virginia Tech Foundation



https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvT0JrorCnpR1ZszermO0wiIhDbQG2wxIZozGZrfq_wI5IAWkNgJd1zu-hTvU37mSvc76lT3X6Me2SIL3og_MKhQgKdjageFupe-GfG2UDQwYa-Gv6Yfzuy41nC9yraDysPBumbM6XpQy8LkM9UgWoQw=&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==

2022 Mr. Janaka Casper

Community Housing Partners

2023 Ms. Cathy Hanks

Friends of Peak Creek & New River Conservancy

2024 Dr. Pat Huber

New River Community College

2024 Ms. Sandra Davis

Community Leader

Friend of the Valley (nominate here)

Previous award recipients include:

2016 Mary Moody Northen Foundation

Mountain Lake Lodge

2017 Mr. Bill Shelton

Director of the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development

2019 Mr. John Smolak, IlI

Appalachian Power

2022 New River Conservancy



https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvT0JrorCnpR1qgMHO5y5TDVHvvdI2MTVoKOji9jOmeh5wxmgn6F4hJcaODhO_GtzVlEmjXmeIAVi4AwVQblA-ZwvYqsxHgFY3cmYXyWV-XRHAG-swB_D_Ipm3GNJL4MONwuBOmvR-4dB8H0v7fgQET4=&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvcFxOFkioATRmuSznqnjIrq-MU9pqIo09E_8Rm7fdoeYt-2Nx_m0raqoVltAfBzlrmslV6osQ6fUZw8slj4TpqXG6ycloqfj4Q==&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvd9w4q4XeDryVhKfTyhS02mEVPSUkdjJD_2TuH55eJ6Q2zrLTZzHIC_78WOE__q9nyRjoywDaAbiuMKcDiL16plky3yIDXmb8TJAqg84aFoYFs_GBdcJ3yE=&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvd9w4q4XeDryVhKfTyhS02mEVPSUkdjJD_2TuH55eJ6Q2zrLTZzHIC_78WOE__q9nyRjoywDaAbiuMKcDiL16plky3yIDXmb8TJAqg84aFoYFs_GBdcJ3yE=&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvd01LcxjOJlSXIFr-h3elGFZlmU9zdgxaBku1M8b6Xvwa-_u7dPObDecIRUJK-0YzgbfIFFw_omN4AqYJoZjWVwIOz1Pg2NP7nzjvjIZcSC0&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvd01LcxjOJlSXIFr-h3elGFZlmU9zdgxaBku1M8b6Xvwa-_u7dPObDecIRUJK-0YzgbfIFFw_omN4AqYJoZjWVwIOz1Pg2NP7nzjvjIZcSC0&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvZKwoZNcXLfGQiiNz9VJqMVkVKM2opmt_8TVstPpAUUqx4Jv2tNeQQVzfrZkgnl_3c28tXEemipK4FnolO7vTcR41653N_4veuBvxzOPd860uj3F6Q2JErY=&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvZKwoZNcXLfGQiiNz9VJqMVkVKM2opmt_8TVstPpAUUqx4Jv2tNeQQVzfrZkgnl_3c28tXEemipK4FnolO7vTcR41653N_4veuBvxzOPd860uj3F6Q2JErY=&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvf4KH7gygL5-mpzd1PVh_UmWmabpdfsbj4rbMm6-yw50LpYl3FNzBo6qudjV3C-UV3qrybHA7ET0fekgqoceDssshMboR8CEHqNyHHr8eJ3d&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
https://dg94kgsab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fgA-fCGAz6AbxgzPtV5iR81qiUuJgCsIunP3JH6ICJ3rajPqCs4vvf4KH7gygL5-mpzd1PVh_UmWmabpdfsbj4rbMm6-yw50LpYl3FNzBo6qudjV3C-UV3qrybHA7ET0fekgqoceDssshMboR8CEHqNyHHr8eJ3d&c=IA0IUMYdgw1gtaq6iYVJsgXdmUBHXJKUFon5C-MACVZLgb9fMPugFQ==&ch=ltxzxxKoP4Oc-oyvqLBPNBCFrO4ZJHgBIR2Yiz6s7P2M5siAt9j3fg==
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