May 2021 Update
Town of Pulaski's Comprehensive Plan Update
The Town of Pulaski has started the process of updating their Comprehensive Plan. The document
captures the Town’s vision for the future, guides growth, development, investments and services to
improve quality of life, and increase opportunities for citizens and businesses.
Community feedback is an essential aspect of the Comprehensive Plan. An online community
engagement platform has been launched to gather community input. Please
visithttps://www.engagenrv.org/town-of-pulaski to provide your feedback.
For further information, please contact Aphi Fancon (afancon@nrvrc.org), 540-639-9313.

NRV Use of Paycheck Protection Program Funds
Over the past year, the New River Valley like the rest of the country had experienced negative
economic impacts because of the Coronavirus pandemic. The Federal Government released
several economic relief programs aimed to assist businesses during this unprecedented time. One
program, the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) was established to offset operating expenses,
payroll and other relevant business expenses associated with this pandemic. The infographic is a
depiction of how businesses in the New River Valley utilized the program, what types of businesses
used this form of assistance, and how many jobs were retained in the process.
For further information, please contact Summer Bork (sbork@nrvrc.org) 540-639-9313.

Pulaski County Parks Updates
The Regional Commission has been supporting Pulaski County over the past year as they update
their park plans and park facilities. While often the work involves conceptual drawings, in April,
Regional Commission staff member Nicole Hersch was able to see some of the changes first hand,
as Anthony Akers, Pulaski County Assistant County Administrator, led a parks and recreation crew in
installing a new swing set and 30 native canopy trees at O'dell Park in Hiwassee. The improvements
at O'dell park went in just a few weeks after the county added a new walking trail to the park.
For further information, please contact Nicole Hersch (nicole@nrvrc.org) 540-639-9313.

Ride Solutions Joins Panel at Blue Ridge Eco Fair
On April 25, attendees of the Blue Ridge Eco Fair got to hear more about the benefits and challenges of
alternative transportation choices in the region. Regional Commission staff member Christy Straight,
along with representatives from the Town of Blacksburg, Gotcha powered by Bolt, League of American
Bicyclists, and Generation 180, talked about the latest innovations in cycling (including electric bikes),
shared micromobility, ride sharing and autonomous vehicles. The group answered questions from the
audience and discussed best practices on how to make these alternatives a part of one’s personal
transportation choices as well as advocate for making them more accessible in the community.

For further information, please contact Christy Straight (cstraight@nrvrc.org) 540-639-9313.
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