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RVARC Special Alert
With the safety and wellbeing of our community and our employees in mind,
some of the staff of the Regional Commission will be out of the office for the
next two weeks. This is in response Governor Northam’s request for social
distancing and teleworking and the Regional Commission’s COVID-19
Response Plan. Staff will be checking emails and teleworking from home
during this time. Everyone please stay healthy as we all work through this
health emergency.

COVID-19 Impact Planning Report
Regional Commission staff prepared COVID-19 planning reports for the RVARC region
using various data sources compiled by ESRI, Inc. Click HERE to access the full report
which includes information on each locality.

RIDE Solutions Hosts Earth Day Online University
On April 22nd, the Commission’s RIDE Solutions
commuter assistance program celebrated Earth Day by
hosting Earth Day Online University – a virtual
educational event held on social media to promote
multiple aspects of green living. The event brought
together local governments, businesses, and nonprofits,
along with resources from national and international
experts to discuss issues like transportation,
stormwater, recycling, lighting, home gardening,
beekeeping, and more.
“Normally, this would be a time to get outside, to
celebrate with friends and neighbors by taking a chance
to connect with neighbors, or maybe volunteer with a
local environmental group on a river cleanup or other related event,” said RIDE Solutions
Director Jeremy Holmes. “While the lockdown imposed by COVID-19 ended those
opportunities, we thought it was important to continue the education and inspiration that
we would normally see with an Earth Day celebration, and wanted to highlight everything
happening here in the region to help protect and sustain the environment.:
Hosted primarily via a Facebook event page, Earth Day Online University had 483
attendees and was seen by over 25k people ahead of Earth Day. It featured 39 videos
shared approximately every minutes starting at 9 am and ending at 6pm. As of the time of
this newsletter, videos from the event had been viewed 9,016 times.

The full lineup of videos produced for and shared on Earth Day Online University are
available at ridesolutions.org/earthdayonline.

Regional Commission Receives VHDA Grant for Regional
Housing Study
On April 10th, staff was notified by the Virginia
Housing Development Authority that it received
a Community Impact Grant for $80,000 to
develop a Regional Housing Market Study
Analysis. With this funding, a consultant will be
hired to perform the study. The study will
include the Counties of Franklin and Roanoke
(incorporating the Towns of Boones Mill, Rocky
Mount, and Vinton respectively), and the Cities of Roanoke and Salem.
The goals of the study are to:
•
•
•

•

Develop a document that identifies housing needs and provides both a regionwide
and locality-specific market analysis.
Analyze commuter and residential patterns.
Incorporate results and findings from recently performed housing studies in
Botetourt County, Village of Ferrum (Franklin County), Route 419 Town Center
Plan Residential Analysis (Roanoke County), and the Alleghany Highlands portion
of the region.
Create economic development opportunities by providing strategies to address
housing concerns.

•
•

Develop regional and locality-specific recommendations that address local
housing needs and encourage private investment.
Engage stakeholders to determine local housing needs and identify potential
opportunities and partners to address and identify needs.

Staff received seven responses to a Request for Proposals issued in late February, and
have since interviewed three consulting firms. Currently, staff is in negotiations with one
firm and is hopeful to execute a contract and begin the Study in May.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Counts
RVARC partners with the Greenway Commission, the Virginia Department of
Transportation, and Virginia Tech who provide equipment to count people on greenways,
sidewalks, and bike lanes. The data support grant applications to fund facilities such as
greenways, sidewalks, bike lanes, crosswalks, curb ramps, and pedestrian signals. City,
county, and town staff use the data to justify new projects and the staff to support those
projects. We are just beginning to explore how our data can support local businesses and
public health.
View past, present, and proposed count locations here. View live count data here.

Figure Legend: Average hourly pedestrian traffic on Campbell Avenue from February 15 – March 15, 2020
(Before) and from April 1 – April 7, 2020 (During). The noon peak in pedestrian traffic is so prominent that it
obscures the typical morning and evening commuter peaks (blue line). While pedestrian activity drops off in the
evening, it is still lively until early morning. Pedestrian traffic is much lower at all hours during the pandemicinduced social distancing (orange line).

Emergency Meetings of RVTPO and RVARC Held

On April 23rd, the Roanoke Valley
Transportation Planning Organization Policy
Board and the Roanoke Valley-Alleghany
Regional Commission Board held emergency
meetings without a quorum present in one
location. This was made possible as a result of
Governor Northam’s State of Emergency
Declaration on March 12.
At each respective meeting, there were two actions that the Boards considered:
1. Establishing a written policy authorizing participation in meetings via

electronic communication; and
2. Authorizing adoption of procedures for electronic public meetings and

public hearings to ensure the continuity of government during the COVID19 pandemic.
Most all of the localities in the region had previously adopted written policies and
emergency ordinances which allowed for electronic meetings without a quorum present in
one place. In each of the localities’ emergency ordinances, regional public bodies were
also identified as being unsafe to hold in one location. As a result, the RVTPO and
RVARC Boards adopted a written electronic meetings policy (to be used in nonemergency situations), and adopted the City of Roanoke’s Emergency Ordinance of
March 27th with procedures to hold regular meetings electronically without a quorum
present in one location.

The next day, Governor Northam Signed into law HB 29, the budget bill, which
among its many amendments had language allowing public bodies during a state
of emergency to meet electronically without a quorum present in one location. It
also allowed for procedures to be developed in to maintain continuity of operations
during the emergency. It is anticipated that in the 2021 General Assembly session,
formal legislation will be enacted in the Code of Virginia.
Regular meetings will continue of the RVTPO and RVARC remotely through the
duration of the state and local states of emergency.

RVARC and RVTPO Submit SMART SCALE FY22 Pre-Application
April 17th was the deadline for submission of pre-applications for the FY22 round of
SMART SCALE funding. On behalf of its member localities, the RVARC and RVTPO have
submitted a total of six pre-applications (three from each body). The project preapplications are as follows:

Roanoke County requested the I-581 interchange project after the RVARC Board
endorsed two of their four available projects. The two U.S. 460 projects were conditionally
endorsed by the RVTPO Policy Board but, at the time, the project scopes were
undetermined. It is anticipated that these projects will be endorsed by the respective
Boards in May.
All pre-applications are currently being pre-screened before the full application portal is
opened in June. The deadline for the full application is August 1 st.

Initial Unemployment Claims in the RVARC Region
Over 17,000 unemployment claims have been filed in the region since mid-March
according to the Virginia Employment Commission. The City of Roanoke has seen over
8,000 claims filed in this period. As expected, restaurants and the food service
occupations have seen the largest number of claims, followed by office workers,
production workers, personal care/service and sales occupations. The tables below show
data for the RVARC region.

How to Help Your Streams
Amanda McGee and Gabriel Irigaray, planners with the Roanoke Valley Alleghany
Regional Commission, review Best Management Practices (BMPs) for improving water
quality in the region.

The 2020 Census is happening now. You
can respond online, by phone, or by
mail.

Why is a Complete Census Count
Important?

#Census2020 #VACompleteCount #CountOnVirginia
2020 Census: Count on Virginia
Click here to see your locality's response rate

Ongoing Projects

The Roanoke Valley-Alleghany Regional Commission is always working with localities on
projects that benefit the region. Some of these projects are listed below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Alleghany Highlands Trail and Greenway Inventory
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy 5-Year Update
Regional Housing Study: Franklin and Roanoke Counties, and the Cities of
Roanoke and Salem
Economic Impact of the Roanoke Higher Education Center
Rural Bikeway Plan
Local Food Plan
Operation of Zagster bike-share in Roanoke, Salem, Vinton
Promotion and access improvements for the Roanoke River Blueway
Work with regional local foods partners to examine "Food Hub" needs in the region

For more information on ongoing projects contact Tim Pohlad-Thomas or
visit RVARC.org.
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